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Salaam Alakum.   

Chhom reap suor.   
Minga la ba.  

Shlama alakhun.  
Osiibye otya nno.  

Amakuru.  Mhoroi.   

Kia ora koutou.  
 

This year has been a very 

busy and successful year for       
C h a n g e M a k e r s  a n d 
communities.  

The ChangeMakers Board 
has been looking at ways to 
improve ChangeMakersô 

structure and Constitution.  
The Board has come to some 
decisions about both areas 

and is talking to community 
leaders about these changes.  
Your leaders will  be 

discussing these with you.  
We were going to have our 

AGM in November but we 
want to make sure our 

membership is comfortable 
with these changes so we 
have decided to have our 

AGM on February 9 th .   

One of the proposed 
changes is to move from 

having one Executive Chair 
role to two roles ï General 
Manager (responsible for the 

operation of ChangeMakers) 
and Chair (leads the 
g o v e r n a n c e  o f  t h e 

organisation).  

Sue Driver is Acting 
General Manager but has 

chosen to reduce her hours 
in the new year. She will 
supervise programmes and 

staff. The role of Acting 
General  Manager will be 

taken up by Karla Gunby. 

Karla will work 20 hours a 
week. She currently she 

works part - time as the 
C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e 
Multicultural Services Centre.  

You  can  get  mor e 
information about the 
proposed changes from your 

community leader. We will 
send out more information in 
January.  

And finally, but most 

importantly, we wish you 

well over the Christmas and 

New Year season and hope 

you have a restful and 

relaxing holiday.  

We look forward to 

working with you again 

next year!  

About 40 young people, 
all who have arrived in 

Wellington in the last 
year, enjoyed a day of 
fun activities in Upper 

Hutt in December.  

The day was organised by 
Youth Making Change 

(YMCs), the group of youth 
advisors that Youth 
Development Coordinator 

Tessa Johnstone works with.  

The YMCs wanted to give 
new young people a chance 

to make friends, have some 
fun and get information 
about activities in 

Wellington.  

The young people ï from 

Colombian, Eritrean, 
Sudanese, Afghan, Burmese, 

and Iraqi communities ï 
watched movies, played 
sports, made crafts and took 

part in drama and hip hop 

workshops.  

The day also featured the 

premiere of a short 
documentary, made by the 
YMCs, about young people 

settling in Wellington.  

Fun Day Out for Youth  

Youth and volunteers at Fun Day Out, a day of activities for refugee -
background youth new to Wellington.  



The annual refugee regional forum will be held on 

Thursday 11th February from 9am to 4.30pm at the 

Hutt Hospital .  

It will be a chance for those from communities to hear 
about and celebrate the changes to improve refugee 
resettlement in the Wellington region in the last 12 

months.  It will also be a chance to meet with people from 
other communities, and people from government and  

non -government organisations, to talk about what still 

needs to be done.  

If you can be at the forum then please contact Koos Ali 

either by email: koos@crf.org.nz  or telephone: 801 5812  

ChangeMakers Refugee Forum 

Level 3, 39 Webb St,  

Wellington  

On the number 7, 8, 10 & 

11 bus routes  

Email: info@crf.org.nz  

Phone: (04) 801 5816  

          (04) 801 5812  

How to contact 

ChangeMakers  

The 11 women on a 

course to learn about using 
computers also learned that 

language is not always a 
barrier to learning new 

skills.  

The eight -week computer 
course was held in 

Wellington for beginner 
learners with little English 
and the students quickly 

picked up the basic skills 

they needed.  

They learnt how to use a 
laptop as well as how to 
change text colours, fonts 

and pictures, print, go onto 

the internet and do 

emailing.  

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o 
Wellington High School 
community education for 

funding this course. We 
would like to hold similar 

courses in the Hutt Valley 
and Porirua but may not be 
a b l e  t o  n o w  t h a t 

communi ty  educat ion 

funding has been stopped.  

We are trying hard to get 
the government to continue 
to support these sorts of 

Free information  

Anyo ne  who  needs 

information about anything 
can get it more easily next 

year when the Citizens 
Advice Bureau (CAB) opens 
its new clinic at MSC. They 

use Language Link so can 
give information in various 

languages.  

CAB will be at MSC on 
level 1 from February on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
between 12.30pm and 

3pm .  

C A B  c a n  p r o v i d e 
information to help with 

problems such as  housing,  
childcare, or advice on how 

to deal with a neighbour.  
T h e y  h a v e  t r a i n e d 

volunteers to help you.  

And the best thing is, itôs 
a free service!  

Language no barrier to computer students 

Wudassie Gebrehiwot, Hasenaa Zora, Zamarod Rajabi, 

Zakia Rajabi, and Mauie Tint Saw Ti Bawi learn computer 
skills with tutor, Emma Roylance  

Have your say at Refugee Forum 
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