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Events Coming Up 
 

ChangeMakers Forum 

Wednesday 10 March 
5.30-7.30pm 
Level 1, MSC 

39 Webb St, Wellington 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
for free information 
Every Tuesday & Thursday 
12.30 - 3.30pm 

Level 1, MSC 

 

Creative Writing Project 
for young people 
Every Thursday 4.30 - 
7.30pm , April-August 

Level 1, MSC 

Contact: Samson Sahele, 

phone 805 0359 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding Forum 

Thursday, 11 March 

9.30am - 4.30pm 

Town Hall, Lower Hutt 

Contact: Amy Cleworth, 

phone 570 6934 to register 

New Board elected at AGM 

If you have a story or a 
photo about your  

community we would 
love to have it in the 

next newsletter.  
Please phone Glenda, 
ph 801-5816 or email 

glenda@crf.org.nz 

ChangeMakers held its AGM in February.  The AGM had been postponed last year 
to allow time for members to consider proposed changes to the Constitution.  The 
meeting was well attended; about 60 people  ς  including community members, 
our Advisory Group and funders ς attended to show their support for the ongoing 
work of the organisation.  The new Constitution was passed and five new Board 
members were elected.  They join the four existing Board members. 

If you would like to get in touch with a member of the Board please phone the 
ChangeMakers office, 801-5812 or email info@crf.org.nz 

The Board members are: 

Adam Awad 
Amaal Rasheed 
Awad Hagos 
Fahima Haidari 
Maureen Zaya 
 

 
Dagaga Gammachu 
Emile Pacifique 
Fungisai Foto 
Ibrahim Omer Ibrahim 
Makuei Aken (youth representative) 
Sonia Azizi (youth representative). 

Marlene Strickland, MCLaSS teacher and job-broker, 
died in January. 

From the time Marlene joined MCLaSS, in 2002, she 
worked tirelessly to help former refugees and other 
migrants settle in Wellington. She did this by teach-
ing them English and helping them find work.  

Marlene was practical, realistic and straightforward. 
She cared enormously about each and every one of 
her students and clients. She was especially good at 
encouraging employers to take on people who were 
still learning English.  She was also successful in get-
ting them to employ people with no previous work 
experience in New Zealand but who had worked in 

other countries.  

Marlene is deeply missed by 
all who knew her. 

If you have memories of Marlene you would like to share 
please come to level 1, MSC, and write them in the  
memorial book in the reception area.  

Marlene deeply missed by all who knew her 

Marlene cared enormously 

about her students  
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The achievements of 38 Somali graduates have been 
celebrated and recorded in a new booklet, the Somali 
Graduation Journal. 

The Journal celebrates Somali students who graduated 
from universities and other tertiary institutes in New  
Zealand in 2008-лфΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ Ƙŀǎ 
been published.  Editor Abdirizak Abdi says the Journal 
highlights the hidden successes in the Somali community. 

For a free copy of the Journal contact Glenda@crf.org.nz 

Celebrating success of Somali graduates  

You want to be a taxi driver?  Want to work but you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ΨtΩ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΚ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ½ŜǊŀƛ aŜǿƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜaŀƪŜǊǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ   

ChangeMakers is talking to government  
agencies about the problems former refugees face when 
they apply to get a car licence in New Zealand.  

Please let us know if you are having a problem.  We 
need you to tell us your story.  

Contact Zerai Mewos  
phone 801-5812 or  

email zerai@crf.org.nz 

Tell us your ôPõ endorsement stories 

The New Zealand National Refugee Network is 
growing, says Chairperson Kafeba  
Mundele.  The Network recently added  
Palmerston North Refugee Forum to its  
membership. 

In its new strategic plan, the Network is  
focusing on ways to increase collaboration  
between agencies working in the refugee sector.  
This is towards the aim of ensuring that former  
refugees are moving closer to being fully  
active and involved New Zealand citizens.   

Refugee Forum links with Health & Wellbeing Action Plan  
Over 100 people attended the Refugee Forum (RRRF) in Lower Hutt in February.  Former refugees, NGO staff 
and government agency staff met to share concerns, ideas and information.  This was the first time the  
Refugee Health and Wellbeing Action Plan has been included in the RRRF (which is held every year).  The  
result was very positive and the important issues for former refugees were identified.  People talked in 
smaller groups about housing, reunification, employment, youth, women, education and safety and security.  
They came together at the end to listen to a report from each of the groups. 

Ethiopian Food on Monday nights 
Did you know that you can get a delicious 
cheap Ethiopian meal every Monday night in 
Brooklyn? 

The Golden Lotus Restaurant serves Ethiopian 
food each Monday as part of ChangeMakers 
Refugees into Business project. 

The restaurant opens at 5pm. You can find it 

next to the Penthouse Cinema, 199-201 Ohiro 

Rd, Brooklyn, Wellington. 

People joined forces to work out how to make progress on the important issues for former refugees  
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